Kr. Joseph Backes 3/12/92 

9 Kaine Terrace 
Alb/any, N.Y. 12208-1215 

Dear Hr. Backes, 

I appreciate the tirae, effort and cost to which you went in sealing me the sound 
tapes of the Balias synposiun of last November. I also appreciate the fact that you be- 
lieved you were being hllpful to me and that you so intended. Iwrite not only to thank 
you but because it did not work out the way you intended and because I think you can 
learn from it. 

First, if you do not know, we are almost 80, both in impaired health, and I have 

i 

many health-related problems. ^and I try to respond to reasonable ^uestjions and to do 
other work. 

% day began at 12:30 this morning, only about a half hour or so earlier than usual. 

I am wide awake so instead of todsing abed I get yp and work, hoping to be able to make 
up for some of the loss of sleep witft an afternoon nap. It is now more than 15 hours since 
I got up, there are other tilings I must do today, and because of your package and unantici- 
patible consequences I'll get no nap . (fy Chi t'> L *S U'Mvj?} ~ 3/ a/ ^ 

From the time I returned from my thrice-weekly blood-testing and physical therapy I 
had only a few minutes before we had to leave for medical appointments tliat kejrtus until 
after noon. We picked tbe mail up as we returned and after lunch I began to go through it 
because we try to respond to letters and make packages for shipment promptly so they wi/Ll 
not accumulate. Meanwhile, as we moved arcuns^ in the ,itchen and living room we found a 
mastery— popcorn scattered. Neither of us bends well but what we saw we packed lip. 

Then I came to your large priori t;/ mail carton, 12" x almost 16". I wondered wliat 
that could hold. And as soon as I lifted it to carry it from the ld.tchen into the living 
room, where I have special provisions for sitting because when I sit must keep my legs 
elevated, I saw the source of the popcorn as the package shed it. So, I hasteflfed back 
into the kichen, g&t some newspapers and placed thenon the stove and proceeded to empty 
the package. Scattering more popcorn despite trying nkt to. 'Vfhiie had the box empty, I^f 
found your letter, those several pages kon the Balias conference and the 14 audio cassettes 
jsou mdde of those proceedings. 

Using popcirn and so large a box wai> not very bright. Had you wrapped the cassettes 
in a little newspaper and then used a grocery bag for the outside wrapping you have had 
a package less than 10" long by 3" and about 2" high. 

But putting all that popcorn in a bo/ not sealed at either end assures tliat the 


popcorn will be distributed each time the box is touched. What I could keep in the btsx as 
I reached in and removed the contents and what fell onto the newspapers 1 took outside, 

without being a|>Ie to dress for the very strong and very cold wind in which I am not sup- 
posed to be in any event, for the birds. I do hope it is unsalted because birds can tolerate 

very little salt. 



lL y wife cleaned the flairs again ancjL about a half-hour late I drove her f&r the 
week's grocery chopping, t aiding some &e^tthe nail with me to read. I was deep into this 
wnen with a loud^f metallic noise the car shuddered. I looked up to see a vagrant shopping 
card bouncing off the passenger door and then along that side If the car. It is dented, 
it will r <T quire body .vfcrk and repainting, and this would not havc^iappened if we had not 
had all tliat popcorn to cope with. In turn this means more tine in travelling to get 
estimates, time of wj^ich at almost 79 I have less than I'd like, and some ensuing nui— 
stances aand more time waster/. 

lou intended none of this, of couVfee, and if you had given mature thought to making 

the package it would not have happened. /4nd it would have taken less time and money of 

you. Or, from this learn the popcorn lesson: you don't need it on such packages and it 

will, inevitably, make problems for recipients without an bunique benefit possible. 

lou have a different opinion of that symposium than I do. You and most of the others 

there were excited by it, enjoyed it, think you learned from it, and if you want to be 

in contact with reality you have to begin by unlearning alllhat nut stuff. It was, to me, 

a fathering of nuts to ^spouse their unproven and almost always irrational and impossible 

theories that at best only add to the existing cdnfusion and frustration, ho you jj need 
more than _ . ' 

what has come to light about the so-called ^tramps" to indicate tfois to you? In 1968 I 

proved and let Prison know that they were entirely irrelevant! and after reading Stone's 

i 

script as well as before I warnedhin about this and more. Without response. 

- 4 - / jif 

I cannot possibly jus/ify the time to listen to H cassettes of such grjJasy kid 

stuff, when it is not worse. Yet the tapes have a value. I'll give then to local ^ood 

College, where all my records will be a permanent public archive, because they represent 

what is important in the overall hoi t i^bi cal record. One aspect, shorthand, is in their own 

words what most of thoseof us all lumped together as "critics" really are, know and do not 

know , lead andhave led to and mean. 

I get many letters ej^ery day. Can you Imagine thd time required to respond to many 
letters as long as yours on a daily basis, the time this has taken for more than 29 years? 


Because - 1 - know people care and are concerned, _ do the besTt 1 can. I respond to all. 
But if those who write would think 'vMw^sely they would, I think, prefer that I have 


that time for other work. 

While sitting and holding it in my hand, knowing that I cannot take the time for 
I'i-i 

full response, written brief answers opposite the questions. I can't take time for longer 
responses. I return your letter with these annotation* I know you'll have trouble reading 
but I can do no more. 

Where I wrote tlia' t you could get tliat long first FBI report from the Archives or 
from tlie IBI, I should have told you tliat it will cost conskderblv less if you ask the 
the FBI for it. It is GDI in the Commission' s files. There are five volumes. The first 

id the Oswald text, the last is on lluby, and the others are ap^endicls in futile support — 



rather supposed supportj^of the Oswald text. I suggest you order the first volume, the 
Oswald text^ first and then see if you really want theothers. I did not. 

For 2 fou intentions and efforts 1 do thank you because 1 do appreciate them. 

If you are really serious in your assassination interest, I suggest that you be your 
own devil's advocate and ask youself whatever you are considering is really reasonable 
and if it passes that test, made with real thought and maturity, ask if it is possible. 

;iost of what is available, most of what gets any attention, is conspiracy theorizing 
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tihit with almost no exceptions is misleading, misinformative, deceptive and confuses and 
frustrates those who are concerned. J-f you knew the available information y"~ ou'd also 
have reason to question the honesty a ad integrity of some. 

Sojjx with both thanks arid regrets, best wishes, 

Harold Ueisberg 



